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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Welcome to European Minerals Day 2011! 

I am very happy to have this chance to tell you how important we think your industries are to environmental policies.
The quarrying and mining sector can preserve our environmental assets. The extractive industry has the experience in integrated planning, management and restoration – the things that are good for biodiversity and for business. 

Implementing EU legislation is also vitally important, in particular the Birds and Habitats directives. I know that you sometimes see nature conservation, in particular Natura 2000, as a burden or a constraint. I am also aware that you are working hard to enhance biodiversity, often with other stakeholders like local communities or NGOs.

In doing this, you are adopting the idea of a balanced approach to the use of our resources. Later this year, we will adopt a Roadmap for a resource efficient Europe, as part of the EU 2020 Strategy. This is all about delivering a low carbon, resource efficient and climate resilient economy by 2050, while going for growth, jobs and energy security

Resources are all around us. And we are not just talking about minerals, as important as they are! Things like land, soils, water and air, but also waste, biodiversity and ecosystems, are just as valuable.

It has been said that the economy is a wholly owned subsidiary of the environment, because in fact it depends on the environment and on natural resources. We have to understand that, especially when we know that by 2050 there may be 9 billion people on this planet… imagine the stress on resources by then. We have to find sustainable ways to use those resources.
The Roadmap will aim to bring together long term thinking in our policy processes and business decisions. It will suggest how we can create or strengthen the market signals for resource efficiency, on both the supply and the demand side. It will be about getting the prices right. Making sure they reflect real costs.
We know that sustainability and competitiveness go hand in hand. And in February we updated the Raw Materials Initiative by linking three important areas – the 'Fair and sustainable supply of raw materials from international markets' – the 'Fostering of a sustainable supply within the EU' and through the 'boosting resource efficiency and promote recycling'.

We will have to recycle more as worldwide demand for raw materials increases. This will reduce the demand for primary raw materials, help to reuse valuable materials, and reduce energy consumption and emissions from extraction and processing. 

The Resource Efficiency Roadmap will take this further by promoting even more sustainable use of resources. We are looking at how to establish a secondary materials market in the European Union, to promote the take up of recycled products by industry, for example by proposing further "end of waste" criteria.

The first step has been taken in the revised Waste Framework Directive, where we have set a 70 % target for the re-use, recycling and other material recovery of construction and demolition waste. This may seem an ambitious target – some Member States are now recycling just 10 % of this waste. But others are recycling over 80 % of it and it is clear that the use of recycled aggregates has to be encouraged if we want to improve our performance. 

I look forward to taking all of this work forward. 
I also sincerely hope you will join me in our efforts to promote and deliver a more resource efficient economy and society.

And finally I would like to wish you the very best of luck with the rest of European Minerals Day.
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