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Biodiversity is the variety of all life and natural processes on Earth, including diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. Studies show that biodiversity is in grave danger from habitat loss, invasive species, pollution, climate change and overexploitation, all of which are seriously eroding the capacity of our planet to sustain life. Governments worldwide promised to halt biodiversity loss by 2010 and beyond. They will need the help of all stakeholders, particularly businesses to meet this challenge.

The Minerals Sector commitment to biodiversity

While mineral raw materials play a vital and valuable role in human wellbeing providing products that meet the needs of today's society, the way they are extracted from the earth has a potential impact on biodiversity. The minerals industry is well aware of this and of its responsibility to support biodiversity and is actively working towards its conservation and enhancement. 


At many sites, conserving biodiversity is part of the decision-making process and a foundation of land-restoration and water management policy. Biodiversity is taken into account before, during and after extraction and, in some cases its successful management has led to the creation of new natural habitats. Many quarry operators solicit the help of biodiversity specialists and work in partnership with government, communities and other stakeholders on biodiversity. 

A continuous flow of information between stakeholders on what has been done and what can be done is essential.  In this regard, the European Minerals Day Partnering Organisations welcome constructive initiatives such as:

· the Business & Biodiversity Initiative launched in 2007 

· the establishment of a Business@Biodiversity Platform 

· the IUCN Countdown 2010 partnership initiative facilitating stakeholder dialogue between business and NGOs.

· the European Commission Communication on the Raw Materials Initiative 

· the European Commission Communication on “Options for an EU vision and target for biodiversity beyond 2010” (COM(2010)0004)

· the Natura 2000 Guidelines for the extractive industry, issued by the European Commission, which demonstrate that quarrying and nature protection are compatible. 
Our sectors and their representatives are committed
· to actively promoting and exchanging good practices within the minerals sector through, for example, the collection and publication of biodiversity case studies (see examples on www.mineralsday.eu/biodiversity), the organisation of awareness raising events (such as the European Minerals Day), stakeholder debates (European Minerals Forum, Conferences, workshops), and Award schemes. 

· to investigating how the different actors of the minerals sector can join forces and develop a common approach on biodiversity through partnerships and alliances

· to enhancing understanding and awareness about biodiversity 
· to incorporate biodiversity considerations from a scientific perspective and involve universities in restoration plans.  
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About us

The European Minerals Day (EMD) is an initiative by the European minerals sectors and related organisations providing European citizens with the opportunity to explore the world of minerals and discover more about an industry that affects every aspect of our lives.  The current, core EMD partners are:

· CEMBUREAU, the European Cement Association
· IMA-Europe, the European Industrial Minerals Association

· UEPG, the European Aggregates Association.

Next event:  13-15 May 2011
Go to www.mineralsdays.eu to find an event near you!
In May 2009, this biannual event engaged children and adults at more than 160 sites in 27 countries, and placed a particular focus on biodiversity.  Quarries may host a variety of rare plant and animal species, and many companies were therefore proud to guide visitors along through rehabilitated areas. Via its Raw Materials Initiative, the European Commission has highlighted that the European Minerals Day is crucial to raise awareness of this industry to the public at large.  

Contacts: 

CEMBUREAU: Jessica Johnson, Tel. +32 2 234 10 11 aj.johnson@cembureau.eu

IMA-Europe: Amina Langedijk, Tel. + 32 2 210 44 12, a.langedijk@ima-europe.eu
UEPG: Miette Dechelle, Tel. +32 22 33 53 00 secretariat@uepg.eu        
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